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A very warm welcome to the Doha Film Institute’s inaugural Focus on Qatar 
showcase, part of our ongoing Hekayat Khaleejiya screening series dedicated 
to celebrating filmmakers from the Gulf region. We promise three days of 
cinema and events that will put the spotlight on the immense growth the 
Qatari film industry has undergone over the past five years.

The dream of cinema in Qatar began in the 1950s, when oil companies 
organised screenings, often in the open air. The 1960s saw home 
presentations of 8mm and 16mm films bought from Egypt and Lebanon.  
In 1976, the Qatar Cinema and Film Distribution Company came into being, 
and with it the nation’s first commercial cinemas. Today, going to the movies 
is a perennially popular pastime and our busy cinemas feature the world’s 
newest films.

Filmmaking in Qatar became a reality through the work made and 
commissioned by the Ministry of Information, the Ministry of Culture, 
Arts and Heritage, Qatar Television, the Al Jazeera Documentary and 
Children’s Channels and the National Day Committee, among others. These 
achievements paved the way for the current generation of independent 
filmmakers, whose work is now being seen on the world stage. The past five 
years have seen enormous expansion in homegrown filmmaking, so with this 
special series we celebrate cinema in Qatar by bringing together the Qatari 
filmmakers and local industry professionals who have witnessed  
and contributed to the recent developments in our beloved art form.

We at the Doha Film Institute are proud to have played our part in this 
explosion of filmmaking over the past five years, whether through providing 
skill-sharing workshops, technical training, financing, or the enrichment that 
comes from experiencing the best in world cinema at our year-round film 
screening series and film festivals. Please join us in this tribute to our great 
nation’s talented filmmakers for their past successes, and in looking forward 
to what the future of cinema in Qatar holds.

Fatma Al Remaihi
CEO, Doha Film Institute
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Thanks to the magical powers of an antique pocket watch, Saad relives a 
mysterious episode of his youth – a time during the 1930s when he nearly lost 
his father, but also found the love of his life. In recalling this period, ‘Clockwise’ 
relates the folktale of how fijiri, the entrancing music of Khaleeji pearl divers, 
came to be.

Atique adopts Saad when they are the lone survivors of a tragic boat wreck, 
and the two lead a humble life in a village by the sea. One night, Atique 
happens upon a group of jinn as he seeks out the source of an enchanting 
melody in a nearby ruin; their leader, Adsaan, agrees to teach Atique the 
music, but only if he vows not to share it with anyone else. Adsaan’s one 
condition proves very challenging to Atique, who becomes eager to celebrate 
the art of fijiri with a wider audience. Saad falls in love with Jeena, a renegade 
jinni who, as it turns out, just might hold the key to his father’s salvation.

Clockwise

‘Aqaareb Al Saa’a’/ Qatar / Arabic / 2010 110 mins / Colour / 35mm

Director: 

Khalifa Al-Muraikhi was born in Doha 

and holds a BA from Chapman University. 

He was drawn into cinema by the work of 

directors like Salah Abu Saif, Michelangelo 

Antonioni, Alfred Hitchcock and Orson 

Welles. His films include ‘The Blind Girl’ 

(2000), which took the golden trophy at the 

Cairo Film and Television Festival; ‘Threads 

Beneath Sands’ (2003), winner of the 

Golden Dagger at the Muscat International 

Film Festival; and ‘The End’ (2004), which 

took the bronze trophy at the Arab Film 

and TV Festival. He is currently working on 

‘Sahaab’, a feature-length film from his own 

screenplay.

Producer: Khalifa Al-Muraikhi,  

Sony Suzuki

Screenwriter: Khalifa Al-Muraikhi, 

Abdullah Al-Saadawi, from an original 

story by Al-Muraikhi

Cinematographer: Santhosh Thundiyil

Editor: Mike Jackson

Music: Maciek Dobrowolski

Cast: Ali Hassan, Maysaa Maghribi, 

Abdulla Hamid, Ali Mirza,  

Naser Al Momen

Featuring a magnificent score and shot in various locations in Qatar, including 
Souq Waqif, Wakra and Shamal, ‘Clockwise’ is Qatar’s first feature-length 
film, as well as director Khalifa Al-Muraikhi’s feature debut. It had its world 
premiere in Doha as part of the city’s Arab Capital of Culture celebrations in 
2010 before being invited to prestigious international film festivals.  

To launch this celebration of our nation’s cinema, we present a special screening of  

Khalifa Al-Muraikhi’s ‘Clockwise’, preceded by an overview of the history of cinema in Qatar.

Wednesday, 30 September / 7:00 PM / Museum of Islamic Art Auditorium

Rating: Pg-13



6 7

Innovation Films Showcase
Rating: Pg-15

As Qatar’s film industry expands, more and more individuals and 
companies are participating in helping the country make its impact 
on world cinema. This year, we at the Doha Film Institute wish to 
pay tribute to one company that has been at the forefront of Qatar’s 
cinematic rise. For the past half-decade, the team at Innovation Films 
has been writing, producing and directing films that represent some  
of the best talent Qatar has to offer – but in addition to that, 
Innovation is a hub of inspiration, encouragement and training for 
anyone seeking to express themself through cinema. The Institute is 
pleased to host this showcase screening of work selected from the 
Innovation catalogue.  

Friday, 2 October / 7:00 PM / Museum of Islamic Art Auditorium 
 
Filmmakers will be in attendance for a question-and-answer session after  
the screening.

Aziz and Rana, two Qatar Foundation students of different social standing, are 
in love. When they decide they want to take their commitment to another level 
and get married, their families object to the proposed union. Now, Aziz must 
decide on his next step.

Bidoon
Qatar / Arabic, English / 2012 20 mins / Colour / HDCAM

Director / Screenwriter: 

Mohammed Al Ibrahim’s 2010 narrative 

short ‘Land of Pearls’ screened at a number 

of events, including the Gulf Film Festival. 

He participated in the FEST Training Ground 

in Portugal and made his feature directorial 

debut in 2012 with ‘Lockdown: Red Moon 

Escape’, which he also co-wrote and 

produced. He wrote and directed the short 

film ‘Bidoon’ the same year. Al Ibrahim is 

currently developing the script for the short 

film ‘Pizza O Bass’.

Producer: Ahmed Al Baker,  

Mohammad Al Hamadi

Cinematographer: Tom Hines

Editor: Maryam Al Sahli

Music: Greg Johnson

Cast: Rana Jubara, Abdulaziz Al Dorani, 

Salem Al Mansouri, Mariam Al Essa  
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A psycho demands perfection in every aspect of his life. When he notices  
that his friend has an asymmetrical face, he decides to take matters into his 
own hands.

I
‘Ain’ / Qatar / Arabic / 2012 17 mins / Colour / HDCAM

Director: 

Ali Al-Anssari was born in 1992, and 

graduated in 2015 from Bangor University 

in North Wales. He began practising 

photography many years ago and then 

made the transition to cinematography 

and directing. Al-Anssari directed ‘I’, one 

of his first films, in 2012; it has been 

invited to numerous film festivals, and was 

featured in the Short Film Corner at the 

Festival de Cannes. His ‘Qarar’ (2014) was in 

competition at the Ajyal Youth Film Festival. 

He is currently a member of the Qatari 

production company Innovation Films.

Producer: Ahmed Al Baker,  

Mohammad Al Hamadi

Screenwriter: Fahad Al Kuwari

Cinematographer: Zeeshan Khan

Editor: Ahmed Al Baker

Cast: Saad Al Naimi,  

Abdulaziz Al Dorani  

While Saif and Rashid are out in the desert fixing a flat tyre, they encounter 
the unimaginable: a pack of zombies on the loose. Saif escapes, but when 
a military task force jails him, he finds himself surrounded by supernatural 
beings. Will he ever escape this living nightmare?

Lockdown: Red Moon Escape 
‘Al-Habs’ / Qatar / Arabic / 2012

Excerpts from 60 mins / 

Colour / HDCAM

Director / Producer / Screenwriter: 

Mohammed Al-Ibrahim,  

Ahmed Al Baker

Mohammed Al Ibrahim’s 2010 narrative 

short ‘Land of Pearls’ screened at a number 

of events, including the Gulf Film Festival. 

He made his feature directorial debut in 

2012 with ‘Lockdown: Red Moon Escape’, 

which he also co-wrote and produced, and 

wrote and directed the short film ‘Bidoon’ 

the same year. He is currently developing 

the script for the short film ‘Pizza O Bass’.

Ahmed Al Baker co-founded the Qatar-

based film production company Innovation 

Films and has produced a number of short 

films. Currently, Al Baker is working on 

an international sci-fi/drama series that 

has been picked up for production by the 

Cultural Village Foundation, Katara.

Cinematographer: Shahdab Khan

Editor: Mostafa El Zaher

Music: Greg Johnson

Cast: Mishal Al Dosari, Mariam Al Essa, 

Mahmood Al Mahmood,  

Abdulaziz Al Dorani,  

Jassim Mohammed, Faisal Al Baker 
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A young Indian IT professional who has moved to Doha on the promise of 
lucrative employment ends up in a job making tea for the employees of an 
office. When one of the managers discovers his outstanding skills, a glimpse  
of a better future brings a sparkle to the worker’s eye. Cleverly constructed to 
let us embrace the hopes of an endearing character, this crushing film sheds  
a harsh, unforgiving light on the tough life of immigrant labourers.

T Boy
Qatar / English, Hindi / 2014 7 mins / Colour / DCP

Director / Editor:

Maryam Al Sahli is a film and video 

editor who has worked with the Doha Film 

Institute, Al Jazeera Children’s Channel 

and Innovation Films. She edited the short 

films ‘Bidoon’ (2012) and ‘Crazy Calm’ (2012), 

which screened at the Doha Tribeca Film 

Festival in 2012. Al Sahli graduated from 

Qatar University with a Bachelor’s degree 

in Broadcast Mass Communication in 2011, 

and is the first Qatari woman to make film 

editing her profession. ‘T Boy’, which was 

in competition at the 2014 Ajyal Youth Film 

Festival, marks her first foray into directing.

Screenwriter: Maryam Al Sahli,  

Zakie Khan 

Cinematographer: Suhaib Abou Douleh

Cast: Zakie Khan, Osama Zboun  
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Next Generation 
Short Film Programme 
Rating: Pg-13

We have compiled this programme to shine a light on the voices 
that have emerged in Qatar over the past five years in the art of 
short filmmaking and to give us all a glimpse of the great talents of 
tomorrow in the land of pearls.
 

Thursday, 1 October / 8:00 PM / Museum of Islamic Art Auditorium 
 
Filmmakers will be in attendance for a question-and-answer session after  
the screening.

A young man is obsessed with his mobile phone. Worried because his battery 
is running low, he gets into all kinds of trouble because of his beloved gadget – 
he loses his job, crashes his car and even falls into a sewage pit. Is this the  
end of the love affair between man and machine? Told in hilarious flashbacks, 

‘10%’ is a witty take on everyone’s dependence on mobiles that rings timely 
and true.

10%
‘Ashrah fi Al-Maa’a / Qatar /  

Arabic / 2014

7 mins / Colour / DCP

Director / Cinematographer / Editor: 

Yousef AlMoadhadi has directed a 

number of acclaimed short films, as well 

as several corporate promotional videos. 

He worked with Al Jazeera Documentary 

Channel for six years. An experienced editor, 

he currently works with the Doha Film 

Institute in this capacity. His ‘10%’ won 

the Made in Qatar Award at the 2014 Ajyal 

Youth Film Festival.

Producer: Omar Badori

Screenwriter: Abdulaziz Al-Saadi

Music: Audio Network

Cast: Mohammed AlSyari,  

Siwar AlZaytoni, Hassan Atef,  

Omar Badori, Samih AlHjari, 

Mohammed AlEmadi,  

Mohammed Hamad,  

Abdulaziz Al-Saadi  
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Yousif desperately wants to go to university in New York City, so when the 
school he has applied to accepts him, he starts getting ready for the big move 
to the USA. His father, however, is opposed to the idea of his son going to a 
land where he will not be respected. Will Yousif’s dream succeed where his 
father’s could not? A clear-eyed examination of the hopes and dreams of two 
generations.

Amreeka Laa!
Qatar / Arabic, English / 2014 15 mins / Colour / DCP

Director / Screenwriter / Editor: 

Hind Al-Ansari was born in Doha in 1990. 

She developed her interest in film as an 

undergraduate of Northwestern University 

in Qatar. While studying documentary 

filmmaking, she produced her first film, 

‘3awdat Salman’, with her partner Sarah 

Sabry. While filming ‘Amreeka Laa!’,  

Al-Ansari was at Innovation Films, where 

she was surrounded by creative filmmakers 

who helped her during the development 

process. She is currently pursuing a Master 

of Arts degree in Middle Eastern studies at 

Harvard University.

Producer: Hind Al-Ansari,  

Salman Al-Muhannadi

Cinematographer: Jaber Al-Mansoor

Music: Mohammed Al-Mulla,  

AJ Hochhalter

Cast: Ibrahim Al-Merza,  

Abdulla Al-Harbi, Rashid Al-Sheeb,  

Mohammad Al Hamadi  

Hamood doesn’t drink water, preferring soft drinks instead. ‘Attack of the 
Health Invaders’ shows how this bad habit can affect Hamood’s health.  
As the story progresses, he comes to recognise the importance of taking care 
of himself.

Attack of the Health Invaders
‘Hojoom Ghozaat Es-Seha’ / Qatar / 

Arabic, English / 2014

3 mins / Colour / Digital

Director / Screenwritter: 

Noor Al-Nasr is a graphic designer, writer 

and film enthusiast. She has always been 

interested in art in all its forms, especially 

the moving image. Her first short film, 

‘Attack of the Health Invaders’, was shot as 

part of a challenge for Seha, the National 

Health Insurance Scheme for the State of 

Qatar, and was first screened at the 2014 

Ajyal Youth Film Festival.

Producer: Amna Al Binali, Ben Robinson

Cinematographer: Mohammed Zohaib

Editor: Noor Al-Nasr, Ben Robinson

Cast: Mohammed Al-Mulla, Naila Ali
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In an old Qatari village, a young boy is playing soccer by himself. When he 
accidentally throws the football over a wall and is unsure how he is going to 
retrieve it, his sister comes to the rescue – but her act of kindness gets her 
into trouble.

Al-Kora
Qatar / Arabic / 2013 2 mins / Colour / HDCAM

Director / Producer / Screenwriter: 

Amal Al-Muftah began making 

films in high school and now studies 

communications at Northwestern 

University in Qatar. Her films include 

‘Al-Kora’ (2013) and the award-winning 

‘Al-Hamali’ (2014). Currently. Al-Muftah 

is working on her second narrative film, 

‘Smicha’, which is in post-production. Her 

script for ‘Sh’hab’ received a grant from the 

Qatari Film Fund in 2015.

Cinematographer: Mohammed Nairooz

Editor: Anis Hammami

Cast: Hissa Al-Hardan,  

Khalid Al-Muftah  

A pearl shopkeeper tells his grandson of his encounters with the sea in the 
1950s.

Land of Pearls
‘Bilaad Al-Lu’Lu’’ / Qatar / Arabic / 2011 11 mins / Colour / Digital

Director / Screenwriter: 

Mohammed Al Ibrahim’s ‘Land of Pearls’ 

screened at a number of events, including 

the Gulf Film Festival. He made his feature 

directorial debut in 2012 with ‘Lockdown: 

Red Moon Escape’, which he also co-wrote 

and produced, and wrote and directed the 

short film ‘Bidoon’ the same year. He is 

currently developing the script for the short 

film ‘Pizza O Bass’.

Cinematographer: Amir Ghonim

Editor: Wajdi Elian

Music: Chris Lord

Cast: Ahmad Alomeri, Ghanim Alomeri, 

Abdulkarim Fathi, Mohammed Sameeh, 

Mohammed Al-Malik  
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Molokhia – green, luscious and… terrifying? The popular dish might be a treat 
for many, but not for Yousef.

Molokhiaphobia!
‘Rehaab Al-Molokhiyya!’ / Qatar /  

Arabic / 2011

1 min / Colour / Digital

Director / Editor: Abdulla Al-Ali

Producer: Linda Bolet

Screenwriter: Yousif Ahmed

Cast: Yousif Ahmed

One girl’s wild imagination takes us on a journey into Qatar’s curiously familiar 
past.

My Grandfather’s Past 
Through My Eyes

‘Maady Jaddy min ’Ouyoony’ / Qatar / 

Arabic / 2010

1 min / Colour / Digital

Director / Producer / Screenwriter: 

Noor Ahmed Yaqub studied Media at 

Qatar University and won an award for her 

one-minute film ‘My Grandfather’s Past 

Through My Eyes’. Her second film, ‘I Am 

Women’, was a collaboration with two other 

local directors. She was an intern on Mira 

Nair’s ‘The Reluctant Fundamentalist’.
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A young boy idolises his father and longs to spend more time with him, but 
nothing seems to work: the man is just too busy. Then one day the youngster 
devises a clever way to grab his father’s attention by playing him at his own  
game... ‘My Hero’ won a Best Short Film award at the Ajyal Youth Film Festival 
in 2013.

My Hero
‘Bataly’ / Qatar / Arabic / 2013 5 mins / Colour / HDCAM

Director / Screenwriter: 

Nora Al Subai was born and raised in 

France and lived there most of her life. She 

graduated from Carnegie Mellon in 2008 

with a B.Sc. in Computer Science. She has a 

passion for filmmaking and is collaborating 

with the Doha Film Institute to make films 

and shape the up-and-coming film industry 

in Qatar. Al Subai is currently developing 

the screenplay for ‘Beyond’, a feature-

length fiction film selected for Qumra 2015.

Producer: Gaurri A Kadam,  

Halah Al Zaman

Cinematographer: Gaurri A Kadam

Editor: Yaseen Zane, Rasha Mkacher, 

Nora Al Subai

Cast: Abdulrahman Al Jaber, Naila Ali, 

Mohamed Sharif  

Delusional and aimless, a solipsistic young man wanders the city, lost in his 
imagination. Over the course of his day, his monologue provides an exposé of 
the reality of being disconnected from family and friends. Solemn and quiet, 
he goes about his business with only the sound of his own voice in his head. 
The day passes from the noise of the world outside to the solitude of his 
home, where his hollow existence betrays the visions of his day.

Old Airport Road
‘Shari’ Al-Mataar Al-Qadeem’ / Qatar / 

Arabic / 2014

5 mins / Colour / HDCAM

Director / Producer / Screenwriter: 

Abdullah Al-Mulla grew up in Qatar  

until moving abroad to pursue his university 

studies. He became involved in film through 

the Doha Film Institute, where he has 

worked on seven short films to date.  

He acted as cinematographer for one,  

and he wrote and directed the short film 

‘Old Airport Road’ (2014), which explores the 

theme of care. Currently, Al-Mulla is working 

on ‘A Journey to/from Love’,  

a screenplay related to the cosmic sense  

of a relationship, which received a grant 

from the Qatari Film Fund.

Cinematographer: Yasser Mustafa

Editor: Isra Abdulaziz

Cast: Hasan Saqer, Moruff Abidoye, 

Julius Williams, Katrina Bernardo,  

Linda Al-Ansari  
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A quiet lament about the tragic results of street racing in Qatar.

The Racer
‘Al-Mutasaabeq’ / Qatar / 

English / 2009

1 min / Colour / Digital

Director / Screenwriter /  

Cinematographer / Editor: 

Sophia Al-Maria is a Qatari-American 

writer and artist. Her first book, ‘The Girl 

Who Fell to Earth’, was released in late 

2012, and her art has been shown around 

the world, at the New Museum in New 

York City, the Contemporary Art Museum 

in Kitakishyu, Japan and the Architectural 

Association School of Architecture in 

London. She made her Biennale debut 

at Gwanju in South Korea with ‘Scout’. 

Currently, she is working on ‘Beretta’, a 

feature-length film funded in part by the 

Doha Film Institute.

Music: Courtesy of Audio Network  

Abdulaziz – nicknamed Temsah (Arabic for ‘crocodile’) – is driven to express 
himself through drawing and painting, which has resulted in ‘Skanwah’, the 
first comic book created in Qatar. ‘Temsah’ follows Abdulaziz as he prepares 
to visit a comic convention in Dubai, where he hopes to find a publisher for 

‘Skanwah’. Along the way, he discusses his life and experiences in Qatar, his 
inspiration and his hopes for the future.

Temsah
Qatar / Arabic / 2013 12 mins / Colour / DCP

Director / Screenwriter: 

Latifa Al-Darwish and 

Rouda Al-Meghaiseeb studied 

Communications at the Northwestern 

University of Qatar. Al-Darwish co-directed 

the short film ‘Bader’, which was named 

Best Film in the Made in Qatar section at 

the 2012 Doha Tribeca Film Festival.

With: Abdulaziz Yousef,  

Rashid Al-Kuwari
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Industry Events Meet the Production Houses
This essential initiative will introduce filmmakers, talent and film enthusiasts 
to key production companies based in Qatar, with a mind to possible 
future collaborations. Company representatives will provide overviews of 
their activities and what they have to offer, and participants will have the 
opportunity to meet the company representatives face to face during an 
informal reception after the event.

Thursday, 1 October / 6:00 PM / Museum of Islamic Art Auditorium

How to Distribute Your Film
Your project is finally complete… so what’s next? Today’s technology offers 
filmmakers unprecedented opportunities for their films to be viewed by global 
audiences. With the vast array of potential prospects for access to viewers now 
available to new filmmakers comes the challenge of navigating a labyrinth of 
seemingly unlimited exhibition platforms. Panelists will explore possibilities 
including theatrical release, film festivals, television, online portals and other 
new broadcast platforms to help independent Qatari filmmakers zero in on 
appropriate distribution strategies. 

The discussion will cover how to build an audience and how to sell a film, 
as well as approaches to distribution ranging from traditional models to 
technologically sophisticated do-it-yourself formats.

Friday, 2 October / 5:00 PM / Museum of Islamic Art Auditorium
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Ticket Information

All screenings and events are free. Please reserve a ticket for admission.

Tickets may be reserved online or requested at the ticket outlet. 

Tickets are limited and available while supplies last.

Ticket Outlet Location and Timings 
 
Museum of Islamic Art DFI Ticket Outlet
Across from the MIA Auditorium
30 September–2 October

Wednesday: 10:30 aM–8:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 noon–8:00 PM
Friday: 2:00 PM–8:00 PM

Tickets are available 24 hours a day at  www.dohafilminstitute.com

Subtitles

Unless otherwise noted, all films are shown in their original language with 
Arabic and English subtitles as necessary. Interpreters are onsite for all panels 
and question-and-answer sessions.

Doha Film Institute Film Ratings Guide

All films exhibited by the Doha Film Institute are presented in their original, 
uncut versions. Based on their content, films are assigned approved ratings 
from the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage. 

PG-13  
Parental Guidance under the age of 13
Parental guidance is advised for viewers under the age of 13. Individuals 
under the age of 13 are not admitted into cinemas unless accompanied by an 
individual over the age of 18. Parents are cautioned that films may contain 
mature themes, coarse language, violence and/or adult situations that may be 
inappropriate for those under the age of 13. Parents are strongly encouraged 
to find out more about the content of films before deciding whether they are 
appropriate for their children.

PG-15  
Parental Guidance under the age of 15
Parental guidance advised for viewers under the age of 15. Individuals under 
the age of 18 are not admitted into cinemas unless accompanied by an 
individual over the age of 18. Parents are strongly cautioned that films may 
contain mature themes, coarse language, graphic violence, horror and/or 
intimate adult situations that may be inappropriate for those under the age 
of 15. Parents are strongly encouraged to find out more about the content of 
films before deciding whether they are appropriate for their children.

Please note: Identification may be required as proof of age.
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